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Total Tree LLC is just what it sounds like
Gordy Ebnet goes full time with his full-service tree service

By JIM LUTGENS
Editor/Publisher

Gordy Ebnet never planned on
starting his own business.

For 35 years, he got up at 3:15
in the morning, drove to Waseca,
punched a time clock and put in
eight hours at the old E.F.
Johnson building.

Last Friday, April 15, he
clocked out for the final time. But
he didn’t retire.

Ebnet is going full time with his
tree service business, Total Tree,
LLC, faced with a situation of too
much to do and not enough day-
light to do it.

It started in 1997 when Ebnet
and his wife, Brenda, moved from
New Richland to a farm east of
town. Surrounded by 40 acres of
woods, he started sawing. Nearly
20 years later the Ebnet home is
filled with custom hand made
cabinets and other wood furnish-
ings.

Along the way, one piece of
equipment at a time, Ebnet’s tree
service evolved and grew by
word of mouth, though many
people are still unaware he does
it. Fully licensed and insured, of
course, Ebnet is not only able to
take down your unwanted trees,
he can turn them into lumber. He
also does stump grinding, wood
chipping and sells firewood.

“All this wood came from my
woods out there,” said Ebnet,
gesturing toward their kitchen
cupboards. “My wife says it's
kind of expensive, because of the
equipment, but it puts me in an
unusual position as a tree service
man. I can take down a raw tree
and wind up with furniture — for
myself. [ do a lot of custom cut-
ting of lumber. Basically, I have
the equipment to do all that I

-

CUSTOM CUT LUMBER - Gordy Ebnet has been cutting lumber from local woo

o T

d for 20 years.

When he takes down a tree, it doesn’t go to waste. The lot drying here is earmarked for his

daughter’s house in Faribault.

have to do. I didn’t really choose
this profession. It kind of chose
me.”

He had to make a choice
because, for the last three years
during the summer, his work
days started at 3:15 a.m. and did-
n’t end until after dark.

“People told me, ‘You're burn-
ing the candle at both ends,
you’'ve got to choose one or the
other,” said Ebnet.

So far, he’s happy with his
choice.

“It's so much different than
what [ was used to at the factory,”
he said. “I'll miss the boys down
there, of course, after 35 years,

but working in the tree business,
people have been so nice.”

Folks regularly offer food or
refreshments and Ebnet, in turn,
believes in taking care of his cus-
tomers. He wants to do a good job
while offering competitive rates.
He employs some part-time help
for job site cleanup and Brenda
serves as his bookkeeper.

How does it feel to finally be his
own boss after all these years?
Ask him in the fall.

“Somebody asked me that
today, and I said I don’t know,”
said Ebnet. “I haven’t had a
chance to slow down.”

Ebnet’s general service area is

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

within a 50-mile radius, though
he’s been known to travel farther
for jobs.

Ebnet, a 1975 graduate of New
Richland-Hartland High School,
and Brenda, a 1978 NR-H grad,
have two grown children, Misty
(Westergren) and Shawn (Alicia),
and three grandchildren. Alicia is
battling breast cancer and has a
benefit April 23 in Kasson.
Brenda grew up a McGuire and is
the sister of New Richland’s
Merlys Wenzel.

Contact Total Tree at (507)
456-1017.
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Innovative Banking

o - Local Experienced Competitive Committed
1/ Locally owned Commerce Bank is dedicated to Agricultural Lending.
From operating lines of credit to equipment and real estate loans, we will
customize a financing package to suit your needs. We understand.
2 Call us today to find out more.
f ﬁ - 101 Central Avenue South, Geneva, MN 56035
O/ Phone 507-256-7235
Heating, A/C,
& Plumbing =
We’ll treat your home as if it were our own!
? SN e design your HVAC duct system 104 Central Avenue North
s .« high efficiency furnaces Geneva, MN 56035
* multi-zone comfort systems :
- * geothermal heating & cooling systems T
‘ | tankless water heaters b
\ B ‘{ Y * water treatment systems
- — — — — www.jensenhtgac.com
GORDY AND WIFE BRENDA look like they do have it all, 507-256-4712
smiling, appropriately, in front of their family tree.

Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens

Thinking About
Improving Your Home?

‘Wiemer your project is big or small,
insice or out, we can help make it happen
with a Home Improvement Loan.

We offer fast, friendly, "hometown service,”
reascnable interest rates, and payments

you can afford.

Bring in your plans today and we'll help
you get started.

Ml sz %"‘OWWW Brawidids
Cindy Holland  Ann Hagen /’,’, STATE BANK

OF NEW RICHLAND
wwid . sonr.bl Sirce 1 X98
@ v Phone 507-465-3218 24-hour Bankline 507-465-3373  FDIC

Auto, Truck,
Tractor & Diesel
Repair and

DOT Certification

324352 State Hwy 13 * Waseca, MN 56093

(507) 835-7040

|
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FROM FOREST TO FURNITURE - Ebnet has all the neces-
sary equipment for the job. Star Eagle photo by Jim Lutgens
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Making a business of gardening

Former restaurant worker ‘plays in the dirt’ in Geneva

By KATHY PAULSEN
Staff Writer

It's spring, and that means many
folks are starting to think about
planting a garden.

For most, the original planting is
intriguing, to say the least, but as
time goes on it loses some of its
attraction. Some people just aren’t
able to plant those little seeds and
wait for them to sprout.

Thanks to Lance Perkins, they
don’t have to.

Perkins, who graduated from
NRHEG High School in 2008, runs
Dream Away Gardens just east of
Geneva, offering a wide variety of
vegetables.

Prior to starting Dream Away,
Perkins worked at Buffalo Wild
Wings, where he was a successful
trainer in their kitchen, but though
he was good at it and interested in
food, his real interest was playing or
working in the dirt.

He found just the right place - five
acres right outside of Geneva - and
is in his fourth year as a vegetable
gardener. He has a two-acre veg-
etable plot that he started getting
ready in February and will keep him
more than busy into October.

Perkins grows radishes, cucum-
bers, peppers, potatoes, four kinds
of lettuce, kale, cabbage, broccoli,
squash, tomatoes, onions — to name
a few. He has also started some
asparagus for next years’s eating
enjoyment, and the rhubarb he
planted last year should be ready by
mid-May.

The radishes and kale planted this
spring will be ready this week, and
in a few weeks Perkins should have

some Chinese cabbage, lettuce,
radishes and few other vegetables.

Kale is a product that has really
come into its own and used for many
things. My grandmother used to
make kale soup with potatoes in it,
but there are more ways to use it as
“greens” or baked. It’s a high quality
food.

Perkins also raises berries —
strawberries, raspberries and aro-
nia on a plot near Hope.

He sells the vegetables to the
Winter Green Co-Op and the
Farmers Market in Albert Lea. He is
hoping to get a farmers market
started in Geneva.

Perkins’s business includes selling
a three-quart bushel box of vegeta-
bles, either once a week, or bi-week-
ly. His customers can pay a flat rate
for the summer to get fresh vegeta-
bles.

His vegetables are available at the
Wintergreen Co-Op from 3 to 6 on
Wednesdays and 9 to 12 on
Saturdays.

Perkins married a local girl, Kelsey
Christensen, in 2011. Kelsey, daugh-
ter of Jeff and Robin Christensen,
also has gardening in her family; her
dad; her Grandpa Ron, her Great-
Grandpa Hans and her Great-Great -
Grandpa Chris have all been garden-
ing enthusiasts.

Perkins worked in corporate
restaurants and helped open 13
stores in different parts of the U.S.
He knows the value of quality food
and felt he wanted to be part of this
“get-healthy enterprise.”

Perkins serves on the Albert Lea
Farmers Market board and is a part
of the CSA, Community Supported

With a Home Equity Line of Credit
from First National Bank you can
finally get those home improvement
projects done. We have competitive
rates and friendly bankers. Call or
stop in today!

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

Waseca | Ellendale | Hope | Generaling Growth
fnbwaseca.com | 888-863-9390
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NEW SHOOTS - Vegetables destined for Farmers Market are
sprouting up in Lance Perkins’s greenhouse.
Star Eagle photo by Kathy Paulsen

Agriculture, and is also in the
process of getting his certified
organic license.

Perkins also has pasture chickens
that are grass-fed and known for
good eating, as well as providing
some very high quality eggs.
Currently, Perkins has more cus-
tomers than eggs because of the

high demand. He raises about 400
chickens a year and plans to add
about 40 more to his flock this year.

Today, people want to know
where their produce and chicken
comes from and that it is fresh.

Dream Away Gardens guarantees
it.

Mark’s Repair Inc.

Your Local

Complete Automotive Repair Service

* Transmission Rebuild & Service

 Tires * Tune-Ups
* Brakes * Electrical

* Alignments

s Computer
Diagnostic Test

1181 Brady Bilvd. NW - Owatonna

507-451-1412

marksrepair.net
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Metal|Construction,,

Residential & Commercial

Shingle & Rubber Membrane Roofing
1301 James Ave.
Albert Lea, MN 56007

207-373-6722

Whitney A. Reim
507-373-4217
Cell 402-3284

License ID #RR220235

ESS - Lance Perkins oversees a planting of strawberries in his Geneva garden area.

o - 4
Auto Glass » Specialty Glass
é Screen and Window Repair
Trailer Rental
R M

Randy Prange = ¢ e

1200 S. State St.  ©
Waseca, MN 56093

@\ 507;835-2590
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e 5

2 e 2

-

Star Eagle photo by Kathy Paulsen

Parts Stores

AUTOMATIC
CAR WASH

Jet. Hwy 13 & 30
465-8531

OPEN EVERY DAY 6 AM - 11 PM

e Tools
e Car Accessories
e and More!

707 South State St
Waseca, MN

507-835-3900

Midwest
Repairables

Buy - Repair - Save

repairablevehicles.com

334 3rd St NE ¢ New Richland

507-465-3101

Insurance Claims
Glass Installation

Complete Restoration
1412 SE 2nd St. ® Waseca

835-3400

Onsthe=5pot

Apphance Service

Repairs, service, parts
Household apphances
Commercial cooking apphances

over 30 years experience

Ellendale & surrounding area

907-256-8099

Orrin Mortensen - Owner

CREAMERY

9043 SW 37th Ave.
Hope, MN

507-684-2019
Q)
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SPRING
TIRE SALE?
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TOURMAX /| GRAND PRIX TOUR RS***

WAREANTY

6 0]0 00

TNGSBOVEEI SERIES
UTOG. (T-500A8] AB0AA) (V-3B0AA)

ELDORADO -
PASSENGER TIRES |

MILEAGE
WARRANTY™

LEGEND TOUR
T RATED

RADIAL ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE
e e i e e ot
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: TERRAROK A/T I
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Chack Air Pressure
Chack Tire Alignment
Rotate Your Tires
Check for Wear

New,Richland
- N L S—
Auto Repair wc
“For All Your Auto Repair Needs”
246 3RD STREET NE 463-3261 NEW RICHLAND
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15,000 windshields

IS a lot of

glass

John Glynn has pretty much seen it all

By JESSICA LUTGENS
Staff Writer

Colors and Glass has been providing
personal and commercial auto glass
replacement and repair for Southern
Minnesota since 1990. Owned and
operated by John Glynn, the shop is
located just outside Owatonna at 4146
Lemond Road and offers free pick up
and delivery, weekend and same-day
service, full insurance claim assis-
tance, lifetime warranty and roadside
assistance for the local area.

Glynn is a lifelong resident of
Owatonna, having graduated from
Owatonna High School in 1983 and
studying at Albert Lea Vo-Tech and
MSU. He has four kids — three
daughters, the youngest of which has a
twin brother — all college-age, and in
his free time he enjoys hunting, fish-
ing, and spending time with his chil-
dren.

Prior to starting his business, Glynn

worked at a Chevrolet dealership in
Owatonna selling cars at age 24.

“I wanted to be my own boss,” he
said. “But what I like best about my
job is all the people I’ve met over the
years that I wouldn’t have without
doing what I do.”

With more than 15,000 installations
in 27 years of business, Glynn has
pretty much seen it all when it comes
to auto glass. Having worked on
everything from cars and trucks to
tractors and semis, he has also seen
many changes over the years.

“Everything has become more high
tech,” he explained. “Windshields now
have all kinds of options — heat, rain
sensor, antennas, lane departure warn-
ing.”

New airbag technology, according to
Glynn, has caused changes to door
glass, and windshields in general have
gotten bigger. Safety is also a major
concern regarding windshields.

Colors & Glass

Auto Glass Roplacement & Ropair

—

By <EE

JOHN GLYNN is ready to go to where he’s needed, same day.

Star Eagle photo by Jessica Lutgens

“Windshields are designed to keep
you in the vehicle in case of an acci-
dent, and they’re a backboard for
airbags,” Glynn said. “They’re impor-
tant to the structural integrity of the
vehicle. If installation isn’t done prop-
erly, the car isn’t safe.”

Colors and Glass uses OEM (origi-
nal equipment manufacturer) glass and
the best urethane available. As a
mobile service, vehicle pick-up and
delivery are free.

All in all, Glynn enjoys his job and
likes the unique and ever-changing
aspect of the business, commenting,
“From the fanciest cars to big semis,
I’ve done them all.”

For local residents in need of auto
glass replacement or repair, call John
at Colors and Glass: (507) 475-0473
(cell) or (507) 451-1936, e-mail: color-
sandglass@outlook.com, or visit col-
orsandglass.com for more information.

Wiste's
Continuous

_ 507-420-0997
Concrete Edging :

Wistes.com

Battery Specialists
Choose the right battery for you:

RV = Marine Service -
CARQUEST

Golf Cart » Lawn Mower

\

AUTO PARTS
451-0044

Golf Cart

6-volt Batteries
starting at
$109%each

IN STOCK

Store Hours: M-F 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
114 E. Rose St. * Owatonna, MN Saturday 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. * Sunday-closed

Pulverized Black Dirt - Boulders - Colored Wood Mulch - Decorative Rock
Excavating - Site Preparation - Final Grade - Basements - Demolition Work
Septic Design & Install - Bobcat Work - Mini Excavator Work - Ag Lime Spreading

507.685.2222 | www.timmstrucking.com
24366 Holland Ave | Morristown, MIN 55052

~

- ,
Shaocrey

S Waseca, NMN 568083

d7-833-2035
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GEARED UP FOR THE SEASON

REESE BROTHERS - Joe and Robert Reese have just com-
pleted readying an EX100 Excavator for Jay Sullivan in time

for spring and summer projects.
Star Eagle photo by Kathy Paulsen

bauerbuilt.com

- Passenger, light truck tire and service needs
- Alignments, brakes, belts, bearings and exhaust work*

*most vehicles

« 24/7/365 commercial roadside service
- On-site agricultural service

~1 NOW schedule appointments on-line, visit:

Bu%ggoeli Get 1 FREE|bauerhmitcom/locat|onsfm|nnesota/albert lea

-| CALL 507 373-6469
I 9
Aligninergft | — B‘u#
| purchase of four
...+ 1353 SE Broadway, Albert Lea, MN

Expires 6/30/2016

ANY
METRD [XI[RI"RE

Siding - Roofing
Garages - A ItIO\l\g

Windows
Qemodels

507-837-9 281 Nathan Welander -

Locally owned and operated 17+ Years Experience cense
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE metro.exteriors@yah00.com seoaessto

“Footings To Finish" Building Contractor # B(637303

= All Flooring - Concrete - Patios - Decks

- Seamless Gutters & Gutter Protection Systems
= (ertain Teed (laims Specialist

- L =~

- Shingles, Steel, Rubber Roofing
= Vinyl, Steel & Cement Board Siding
- Windows & Doors - Insulation - Sheetrock

(ommercial/Residential
tiL.com  New Construction/Remodeling

Competitive Pricing
FREE Estimates

All your home needs:

e Windows

e Roofing

e Stonework

e Siding

e Doors

e Fireplaces

e New Home/
Addition designs

- "'.1?
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Lumber Company 507-256-0045
413 West Main Street « Geneva, MN 56035
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l +0il Changes *Transmission Fluid Changes
+Air Filters *Power Steering Fluid Flush |
*Cabin Air Filters *Free Antifreeze Testing

I +Serpentine Belts *Fuel System Cleaning I

I *Free Engine Light Resets  +Free Battery Testing I

| Express Lube |

| 1201t L, Wasca N S5083 |

| o 30,5309

Specaling in s, Triendly sevis, wih o appoirlents. Loally Ovned and Opseded Soce 1097
5 5 2 2 F 2 0 40 & B 0 0 0 ;0 ;B |

THOMPSON
BODY SHOP, uc

- Yy £ Py
Glass Replacement

Insurance Approved

Collision & Painting Specialists

CAR UNLOCKS 456-5456

Mitch and Mike Thompson
315 3rd St. NE ¢ New Richland, MN

(507) 465-8228

Mike 456-1614
Mitch 456-5456 - car unlocks

Oolors & Glass

Auto Glass

Replacement & Repair
Clearly Your Safest Choice

P.0. Box 701 507-475-0473

Owatonna, MN 55060 Res. 507-451-1936

Locally Owned Since 1990  colorsandglass@ll.net
LIFETIME WARANTY

Tesch Service Center

EXPERT CAR CARE
Tires

Batteries g v N
Lockout Service . e g
Major Repairs wﬂ
Automatic Car Wash

Computerizd Alighnment
CertfiedTowing and Recovery

Firestone AUTOCARE
ZnIDGESTONE O “ar
7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sat.

(507)-835-4610
321 W. Elm Ave. » Waseca
teschservice.net

|TIS AMAZ'NG WHAT WE'LL Extreme-Tested Comfort You Can Rely On.

DU TU TEST TRANES ABudget-TesgeEdT?JfFf,e;g::lGan Act On,

TOUGHNESS. YOU'LL BE $1,150 INSTANT REBATE*

EQUALLY IMPRESSED WITH : :

OUR REBATE OFFER. | Energy prices have
skyrocketed and so has

demand for systems that cut
usage. Trane’s XLi high
efficiency systems are among

. the most cost-effective options available
_ today. Maximum comfort and lower heating
and cooling costs-that's the Trane
difference.

507-465-8376

324 North Broadway New Richland Mn EsHed T siop Doe

IT'S HARD TO STOP A TRANE. REALLY HARD.

See your parlicipating independent Trane dealer or visit Trane.com for complete program eligibility, dates, details and restrictions. Available through
participafing independent Trane dealers. All sales must be to homeowners in the United States. Void where prohibited. Valid on qualifying systems only,

OWATONNAY
FUOORICOVERING

Custom Orders

Let us help you choose from luxurious carpets in thousands of
colors and patterns or the handcrafted beauty of exotic
and domestic hardwoods.

i

Guaranteed Service Free MOHAWK

In-Home Estimates
Professional Installation

AnnualiSpring|Sale
April 1°- May 23

Carpet ¢ Laminate * Vinyl Hardwood ¢ Ceramic

146 West Broadway, Owatonna « 507-451-1169
Mon-Fri 10:00 am -5:30 pm « Sat 9:00 - 1:00 pm

a plac'e‘wl;lere thé'r"é's'not alc

| B\ .

”arem he world

Beyond all its beauty and worry-free practicality,
homeowners choose TimberTech decking, railing and
fencing for our proven quality and unrivaled range of
choices, colors and design possibilities.

It's not just a deck, It's TimberTech.

~ DECKING RAILING FENCING -
DRYSPACE ACCESSORIES
~ TIMBERTECH.COM

971 Plaza St., Albert Lea
507- 377 4284

www.freebornlumber.com
M-F 7:30am-5pm; Thurs until 7pm

& Design Center
I)f..':'l' ﬂ:.;! Ifl ?‘LI l’{ﬂ "w 1)}'{_“ uns
Family Owned Stnce 1946
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